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A STATISTICAL VIEW, &c. 



EVERY well informed Pennsylvanian has made 
himself acquainted with the benevolent priyx^jiples . . . .. 
upon which the criminal laws of this coftTfti0nV'V V 
wealth have been reformed* The success of:(l^::;;.: 
system has penetrated every portion of the ciyiliz;] ;•* ••• 
ed world, and obtained for this commonwealtlif^ tic% :•; //. 
plaudits which the humane views and a successful 
execution of the penitentiary system have merited 
from the wise and good throughout the universe. 

The present publication is made with a view of 
shewing the operation of the penitentiary system, 
.generally, and particularly to invite the attention of 

> all good men, who feel a due sense of the impor- 
tance of the subject, to a serious consideration, of 
this important question. 

Wliether, on the facts stated, it is not absolutely 
necessary, immediately to pursue further. measures, 

X not only for the improvement, but for the very pre- 
servation of the system, against the evils Tesult- 
ing from the incompetency of the means of carrying 
. it on, with all the effects proposed to be produced 
by its benevolent authors. 

In the year 1795, a publication similar to the pre- 
sent appeared under the authority of very respec- 
table namell) subjoined to an excellent essay on the 



] 



criminal law of Pennsylvania, by the late William 
Bradford, Esq. formerly attorney general of this 
state, and of the United States, a gentleman cmi- 
. nently distinguished by his active benevolence, and 
the dignity and splendor of his public character. 
The present penal code was chiefly composed by 
that gentleman, and it will ever remain a monu* 
ment of his knowledge, and love of human nature. 
Among other interesting facts stated in the publica- 
... •. : •. : tidfii;Ciiferred to, are the following : that after the sys- 
•...• *: V Vteni*had been in operation not more thta two years, 
••w: :%'.:: ib^h was its efficacy, that out of near two hundred 
\'\l **•* V-'- !i?rspns, who had at diflferent times been pardoned, 
* V:/.\V:'Ii3nly: four had returned; that there had been 
but two instances of conviction of picking pocket 
or burglaries, in the city and county for near two 
years; that the number of persons convicted in 
the several courts had constantly decreased, thirty 
and upwards of a session, having been frequently 
added to the list ; that, although the city and 
county courts were but a few -days distant, 
there were but five persons for trial. Such were 
the means then in tlie power of the Inspec- 
tors, of executing the system in its spirit and 
design, with the aid of extensive accommo- 
dations, and sufficient and suitable labor, that 
the rooms in the prison, and the prison yard, 
afforded convenient and ample room for the sepa- 
ration and employment of the convicts ; and final, 
ly so productive was their labor, that when 
discharged, considerable balances were found in 
favour of some,, and but few, who had not more 



oc less; that those balances often exceeded ten 
pounds^ and that some of the prisoners appro- 
priated part of their earnings to the support of 

■ 

their fiunilies. Such at that time was the happy 
e&ct of the system when properly executed. 

TTic present state of the penitentiary afibrds a 
melancholy and striking contrast : the building in 
which the prisoners are confined, and the yard in 
which they are employed, are the same used for 
those purposes in the year 1795 : no adMWjW^^ac--. / 
eommodations, either for the lodging of •ttnploy- • • 
m'^t of the convicts have been provided. :•'• ::-!: J 

The following facts which appear in ^e: «cent. : 
presentment of a respectable grand jury, wifl enabte' - : 
every one to appreciate the importance, indeed, ne- 
cessity of giving due efficacy to this benignant sys - 
tem. " That while thus the grand jury notice with 
" pleasure the high degree of order and cleanliness, 
<* they are compelled by a sense of duty to present 
^^ as an evil of considerable magnitude, the present 
"very crowded state of the penitentiary. The 
" number of persons of all classes continues to inl 
" crease, so that fix)m thirty to forty are lodged in 
" rooms of eighteen feet square.'* JSo many are 
thus crowded togeUier in so small a space, and so 
much intermixed, the innocent with the guilty, the 
young ofirader, and often the disobedient servant or 
apprentice, with the most experienced and hardened 
culprit; that the institution already begins to assume, 
especially as respects untried prisoners, the charac- 
ter of a European prison, and a seminary for^every 



vice, in which the unfortunate being, Afrho commits 
a first offence, and knows none of the arts of metho- 
dised villainy, can scarcely avoid the contamination, 
which leads to extreme depravity, and with which 
from the insufficiency of the room to form sepa- 
rate accommodations, he must be associated in his 
confinement 

There are at this time (January, 1817), 451 con^ 

victs in the Penitentiary ; of which number, 162 

.\h2ivt .bfc&i; -before convicted and pardoned. The 

. * • numBef bt untried prisoners returned on the cal- 

•.: »QR9wi3;*at the different sessions of the mayor>s 

.ccoift*^ die city and quarter sessions of the coun- 

:'^»*df-Flri6idelphia, was — 

In the year 1813, 516 

1814, ..... 538 

1815, 829 

1816, ..... 1058 
Having presented these reflections and truths to 
public notice, and beseeching a partioular regard to 
their importance, we leave the subject to a virtuous 
community, upon the remedy of which there is am- 
pie opportunit/4tnd occasion for calling forth genu- 
ine benevolence and charity. 

In the month of April, 1816, the Philadelphia so- 
ciety for alleviating the miseries of puWc prisons, 
appointed a committee to prepare [and publish 
for the use of the society, a statistical view of the 
operation and effect of the amended penal code of 
the state of Pennsvlvania, as exhibited in the nu- 
merical amount of convictions ; so far as could be 
obtained from a recurrence to the records of the 
Philadelphia prison, and to such other means of in- 



formation, as the committee might have it in their 
power conveniently to refer to. It may be proper 
to state, that persons convicted in any county in 
Pennsylvania, other than Philadelphia coujity, of 
any crime (except murder of the first degree,) if 
punished with imprisonment, for,one year or up- 
wards, are usually removed to l^hiladelphia prison, 
A statement therefore of the numerical amount of 
convicts ih that prison, together with the numerical 
amount, (ascertainable at Harrisburg,) of convic- 
tions throughout the State, for murder in the first 
degree, would present a sufficiently accurate view 
of the number of convictions in Pennsylvania, du- 
ring the period taken, for such crimes. The com-^ 
mittee in execution of the duty imposed upon them, 
have had as complete a statement as was conveni-^ 
ently practicable drawn up at the Philadelphia pri- 
son.^ They regret to state that their endeavours to 
add the most important item, to wit, the number of 
convictions in Pennsylvania, for murder of the first 
degree, during the period assumed, by an applica- 
tion to the competent authority at Harrisburg, have 
not been successful : with a view of obtaining this 
information, the publication of the present state- 
ment has been much delayed, in order to prevent 
further delay, it is now published with the -disad- 
vantage of exhibiting the' number of convictions for 
murder in the first degree, in the county of Phila- 
delphia alone. 



TABLE I. 

Being a view of the operation of ^ penal code, 
for a poiod of not quite ei|^ years, from 1779, to 
1786, the year in which the number of capital 
raimes, was first reduced. 

Bj the act of 1718, the following crimes were made capital) 
viz. Treason, Murder, Robbery, Burglary, Rttfie, fhe crime 
agaiuat nattm, iMHeiata Maiming, Mmtiavgluir bj atab- 
bing, Jlrion; and kj siUueqnent tcU, CouiueTftititigmU of 
credit) or the curreitt enn were added, and the ciime ot ar- 
son extended to inclade certain public building§ — alt tiiese 
Crimea were capital until the firit of November, 1786. 
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TABLE II. 

Containing a similar eDumeraticm, for the same 
period from 1786 to 1794. When the punishment 
of death, except for murder of the first degree, was 
a^tbhed. 

Sj tbe act of the 15th September, 1786, Robberjr, Burglar;, 
- and the crima agaiost natare, were made puniehable'b; 

aervUude atJiard labor, &c. 
By the act of the 22<I April, 1794, the punishment of death, 
except for muriler io th'e firat degree, was abolished. 
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TABLE in. 

Enumeration of crimes, from 1794 to 1802, a 
period of eight years. 
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TABLE IV. 

Enumeration of crimes, from 1802 to 1810, a 
period of e^ht years. 



CRIMES. 



Murdei' in the first degree. 

Murder in tlie second degree, 

Atlenipt 10 murder by pDisan, 

Assault with intent to murder, 

Manalauirbter, 

Mayhem, 

Ka^e, and assaults with intent^ 

to commit, i 

Concealing death of bastard 5 

child, *■ 

Crime ag'ainst ni 

Highway rohbery, andasaaultsj 

with intent to commit, j 

Arson, and other burnings. 
Burglary, accessary to, ajid at- f 

tempts to cocnmit, { 

Horse stealing. 

Receiving stolen goods, know- ? 

ing, Sic. . i 

Perjuiy, 
Counterfeiting the coin, andj 

forgery, uttering-, and pub- 



papers. Sic, 
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. TABLE Y. 

, ;£iiumeralion of Crimea, from. 1810 to ISl^; 4 

period of six years. ■ ■ > . ■ . 
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; Murder in the first degree,. 
Murder in Uie aecond degree. 
Attempt to murder by [loiaon, 
Assiiitt with intent In murder, 
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Mavheni, 
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child, S 
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' Misdemca^nrs not specified. 
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TABLE VII. 

Gives a circumstantial view of the state of tJie 
penitentiary and prison, on the I9th July, 181G, 
specifying the*nuinber of convicts then confined ; 
rfrom eachcounty-, the several employments at whicli 
they were placedj the number at each employment ; 
and the number of untried pcrscms at that period. 

STATE OF THE PENITENTIARY, 

JuiT I9th, 1816. 

Convicta, who*e term of terviee it one year and u/iu-urdt. 
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Of i»hich «re-Whitea, 9317 ™ C3« Malea, 
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